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From its inception in 2012, the Oxford Human Rights Hub has been committed to fostering a global conversation 
between students, researchers, academics, practitioners and policy-makers engaged in the research, teaching and 
practice of human rights law. In our fourth year of operation, the OxHRH has established as a strong and energetic 
community and is now a leading platform for the exchange of knowledge and experiences on human rights. 

This past year has marked an extraordinary growth in our digital scholarship. Our annual report is designed to 
showcase the rich multimedia resources that we have developed over the past year, including our webcasts, 
webinars and podcasts. Through the magic of technology, we have been able to create a rich dialogue exploring 
the newest challenges to human rights between Europe, North America, Africa, Asia, the Middle East, Oceania and 
South America. 

The infographic and statistics set out on page 6 and 7 demonstrate the breadth of our global network.

The Blog is now firmly established as an accessible and democratic space where senior lawyers, professors, 
judges, UN Special Rapporteurs, early career academics as well as professionals and post-graduate students can 
participate and collaborate. The high-quality of the human rights analysis on the blog has been recognized by Oxford 
University. As well as winning the OxTalent Prize for outreach, we have been awarded a Teaching Development and 
Enhancement Project Award for the second year running. Our blog has been frequently cited, most recently by The 
Australian Guardian, and has been used as a research resource by leading academics and the European Court 
of Human Rights. Through the hard work of our Regional Correspondents, we continue to focus on spotlighting 
overlooked human rights issues and giving a voice to under-resourced areas. 

We now have 
over 8,500 Twitter 

followers, over 
3,800 followers on 
Facebook and an 

internatioanl mailing list 
of 1,292 subscribers

As of August 2016, 
the OxHRH blog has 

published over 
1,000 blogs from more 
than 400 experts, from 
40 different countries

Our website has 
12,000 unique views 

per month
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As in previous years, it has been fascinating to observe 
the common themes that arise spontaneously from 
individual blogs. This year’s blogs are drawn together in 
the third edition of our anthology, Global Perspectives on 
Human Rights, grouped together into sixteen thematic 
chapters. We are particularly pleased to have been able 
to include an analysis of the blogs in each chapter by 
an expert on the subject, drawn from both academic 
and practitioner circles. The resulting Anthology makes 
a valuable contribution both to the study and the 
practice of comparative human rights law over differing 
jurisdictions.

This year we were also very pleased to co-host a major 
inter-disciplinary conference in Delhi, India, together 
with the Open Society Foundations and the Vidhi Centre 
for Legal Policy. Building upon the success of past 
international conferences, the conference examined 
‘Comparative Perspectives on the Right to Education for 
Minorities and Disadvantaged Groups’. Not only did it 
draw large live audiences of students, practitioners and 
NGOs, online social media allowed us to bridge the gap 
between the conference room and our global community. 
Live tweeting of the presentations and dialogue garnered 
over 20,000 Twitter impressions. The fascinating papers 
from the conference will be published in an edited 
collection by Policy Press in early 2017.    

In the meanwhile, we are pleased to announce that the 
collection of papers from our conference on Women 
and Poverty in Rwanda in 2014 will appear in a special 
guest edition of the African Journal of International and 
Comparative Law in the fall of this year. This follows 
the guest edition of Revistia Diretio GV, which included 
the papers from our conference on Women, Race and 
Poverty in Sao Paolo Brazil, and the special edition of 

the International Journal of Law in Context from our 
Elusive Equality. At the same time, our new publication 
page features the many academic papers that have 
been produced by our OxHRH Associates over the past 
year. 

The central mission of the OxHRH has been to make 
the best use of technology to exchange knowledge and 
build communities. We have developed a series of online 
resources that have been crucial in building communities 
of expertise without having to travel to Oxford. Our 
webinar series, which combines both audio and visual 
elements, have provided in-depth analysis of some of 
the most pressing challenges to human rights including 
the European refugee crisis and counter-terrorism 
measures. The magazine style podcast series ‘RightsUp’ 
pauses to delve deep into compelling issues such as 
business and human rights and revenge porn. With 
the support of Open Society Foundations, our flagship 
activity this year was our webcast on ‘The Challenge 
of Public-Private Partnerships in Realizing the Right to 
Education.’ This pioneering event involved speakers 
from Uganda, Australia, India, South Africa, Ireland and 
the UK, a live studio panel, online Q & A with experts, 
including the UN Special Rapporteur on the education, 
Dr Kishore Singh, and participants from all over the 
world. In the first month alone it received over a 1000 
views. We have now restructured our website so that all 
of our multimedia is archived on our website and freely 
accessible.

The Oxford Human Rights Hub would not be what it is 
without the active involvement of our many contributors, 
our student editors, our regional correspondents, 
our funders, and most of all our Deputy Director, the 
Managing Editor of the blog and our administrator. My 

very special thanks to Dr Meghan Campbell, the Deputy 
Director; Richard Martin, our Managing Editor, and Zoe 
Davis-Heaney, our administrator, who have done such 
an extraordinary job over the past year. Thanks too to 
our blog editors, Victoria Miyandazi and Seham Areff, 
as well as to Laura Hilly and Kira Allman, who have 
done so much for the Hub. We owe an enormous debt 
of gratitude to Gullan & Gullan, and in particular to Kath 
McConnachie and Carli Schoeman whose creativity, 
vision and patience have been so important to the 
OxHRH’s growth over the last four years. Many thanks 
to you both. Steve Pierce from Oxford IT services has 
been an great source of expertise for our webinars: 
thanks very much to Steve. I am also very grateful to 
Professor Anne Davies, Dean of the Law Faculty, for her 
support. Last but certainly not least, we are enormously 
appreciative of the ongoing support of our funders: 
the British Academy, the Bertha Foundation, Open 
Society Foundations, Oxford University, OUP and Hart 
Publishing. Ultimately, our greatest appreciation is to our 
online community of contributors and followers across 
the globe. 
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The Oxford Human Rights Hub (OxHRH) brings together academics, practitioners and policy-makers to facilitate a 
better understanding of human rights law and practice. Through creative uses of technology, the OxHRH has created 
a rich and accessible body of research and learning tools for students, teachers, academics, and advocates of 
human rights law, both in Oxford and beyond. 

Led by Professor Sandra Fredman, Deputy-Director Dr Meghan Campbell and OxHRH Blog Managing Editor, DPhil 
Candidate, Richard Martin, the OxHRH continues to transcend traditional boundaries in order to open up new spaces 
for exchange and learning. The OxHRH publishes high quality, cutting edge analyses of the latest developments in 
human rights, through our award-winning blog, our annual anthology of blog posts, and our working paper series. 
This past year we have focused on developing pioneering webcasts, webinars and podcasts series. We have also 
updated our website to feature our rich media and to showcase the academic work of our members. 

http://ohrh.law.ox.ac.uk/
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When we launched the OxHRH Blog in June 2012, we had a clear aspiration: to offer an intellectual space that could 
be resourced and shaped by contributors from all over the globe, sharing their analysis of cutting edge human rights 
law developments. This vision rapidly materialised. Since 2012, the OxHRH Blog has featured almost 1,000 posts 
written by more than 400 experts, from 40 different countries, ranging from the UK to Thailand, Romania to Uruguay, 
Mexico to Qatar, Rwanda to Spain, India to Australia, and many, many more. The Blog is now a well-known resource, 
reflected by the 12,000 unique visitors each month to the OxHRH website and over 8,000 followers on the OxHRH 
Twitter page. The Blog has been recognized by the Oxford University IT Services OxTalent Awards for the ‘use of 
technology for outreach and engagement’.

Overall, the Blog is designed to be a valuable resource for those conducting comparative human rights research 
and teaching but also a democratic space whereby people anywhere in the world can feel that they are part of 
these discussions. The small team of editors, who ensure a high standard of academic rigour, carefully vets all 
blogs. In aspiring to its global inclusivity, the OxHRH Blog benefits greatly from the contribution of its Regional 
Correspondents, who volunteer to promote the Blog in jurisdictions whose experiences of human rights law may be 
lesser known to readers, perhaps by reason of the local situation or linguistic barriers. 

Comparative perspectives on similar questions have organically emerged. In the last 6 months alone, the Blog has 
featured expert analyses of important new developments on data protection and privacy laws across Europe, the 
right to education in India and South Africa and environmental protection and the responsibility of large corporations 
in Nigeria and Brazil. The great variety of posts we receive also runs parallel with the special series we run on topical 
issues of particular interest, incuding: the refugee crisis in Europe, the legacies of both 
Professor Sir Bob Hepple and Justice Antonin Scalia, and the impact that Britain’s 
exit from the European Union will have on labour rights. 

The desire to capture the themes spontaneously emerging from our 
many diverse contributions has inspired the OxHRH’s Anthology, 
Global Perspectives on Human Rights. The Anthology offers a 
thematic overview and assessment of the previous year’s blogs, 
drawing together posts on similar topics and providing an expert 
commentary for each theme. This provides our readers and 
contributors, as well as those who are new to the OxHRH Blog, 
another forum in which the ideas and concerns raised over the 
last year can be compared, reviewed and reflected upon. This 
creative process has found expression in the how the posts have 
been selected, categorised into chapters and analysed in the 
introductions by our expert commentators. After the success of the 
last two annual editions in 2014 and 2015, the third edition will 
be released in fall 2016.

http://ohrh.law.ox.ac.uk/blog/
http://ohrh.law.ox.ac.uk/publications/oxhrh-anthology/
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To engage a world-wide audience and reach across geographic boundaries, the OxHRH in collaboration with the 
Open Society Foundations (OSF) hosted a live, interactive online workshop on The Challenge of Public-Private 
Partnerships in Realising the Right to Education. Through the magic of technology we were able to draw together 
international experts from South Africa, India, Uganda, Ireland and Australia to discuss how human rights can enrich 
access to high quality education in the light of rising pressure to adopt public-private partnerships. The online panel 
was joined by UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Education, Dr Kishore Sing, Professor Anne Davies (Dean, 
Faculty of Law, Oxford University), Jason Brickhill (Legal Resource Centre, South Africa) and Professor Sandra 
Fredman (OxHRH Director). Through live-stream technology, the workshop included both audio and visual elements 
and participants posed questions to the leading experts. The webcast drew in a 100-strong global audience from 
Uganda to South Africa, India to US, Canada to France and Israel to Brazil. It is archived on our website and in the 
first month alone has been viewed by over a 1000 people. The webcast was drawn upon by the Special Rapporteur 
in his report to the UN General Assembly and is a testament to the potential for the combination of imagination, 
hard work and technology to facilitate inclusive, high-level conservations on human rights law. We are now working 
with OSF on a proposal for an on-line course on the Right to Education and Public Interest Litigation, particularly in 
relation to privatization of education. 

Our engagement with audiences across geographical boundaries has also been furthered by our series of webinars 
with leading human rights experts. Following our first webinar on the Right to Education, given by Professor Sandra 
Fredman, we have had a series of webinars on important current topics. Professor Alan Bogg (Oxford University) 
investigated the latest challenges to the right to strike; Dr Cathryn Costello (Oxford University) and Professor Guy 
Goodwin-Gill (Oxford University) assessed European responses to the refugee crisis; and Professor Fiona de 
Londras (Birmingham University) examined counter-terrorism measures in the EU after the Paris Attackes and Dr 
Liora Lazarus (Oxford University) evaluated the latest innovations on the right to security.  

We have been expanding the reach of our traditional Oxford-based seminars. In November 2015, Justice Kate 
O’Regan (Director of the Bonavero Human Rights Institute, Oxford University, former Justice of the South African 
Constitutional Court), Professor Fredman, and Shahrashoub Razavi (Chief of Data and Research Action, UN 
Women) discussed the UN Women’s flagship report Transforming Economies, Realising Rights. This panel 
discussion was broadcast live on Twitter via the Periscope App. With the use of podcasting via our iTunesU Channel 
we have been able to make the most of our seminars freely accessible online.  

Embracing the power of podcast technology, we are proud to announce our new “magazine style” podcast series. 
‘RightsUp’ is an interdisciplinary podcast series dedicated to exploring the big human rights issues of the day. 
Through interviews with leading experts we have investigated the legal challenges posed by revenge pornography, 
the implications of human rights law for business, the death penalty and gender justice in different global contexts. 

http://ohrh.law.ox.ac.uk/media/browse/webinars/
http://ohrh.law.ox.ac.uk/media/browse/webinars/
http://ohrh.law.ox.ac.uk/media/browse/podcasts/
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The OxHRH started January 2016 on a strong footing, co-hosting with the Vidhi Centre and Open Society 
Foundations, a conference in Delhi, India exploring ‘Comparative Perspectives on the Right to Education for Minority 
and Disadvantage Groups’. The conference brought together legal academics, NGOs and educational policy-makers 
to further explore the challenge of public-private partnerships in education; on girls’ right to quality education, on 
monitoring and enforcing a right to quality education and the balance between religion, culture and education. The 
presentations from this conference will be published in an edited collection early next year with Policy Press. 

All our previous conferences have resulted in publications, either in guest editions of leading journals or in books. 
The papers from our groundbreaking conference on Women and Poverty in Rwanda will be published in a special 
edition of the African Journal of International and Comparative Law this fall. Edited by Meghan Campbell, Laura 
Hilly and Jaakko Kuosmanen, the edition brings together contributions from Tanzania, South Africa, the UK, Rwanda 
and elsewhere. This follows the publication of the papers from our conference on Women, Race and Poverty in 
Sao Paolo, Brazil in a guest edition of Revistia Diretio GV. Our first conference in Oxford on Elusive Equalities was 
brought together in a special edition of the International Journal of Law in Context which has been an important 
resource on the subject.  

We remain committed to encouraging and inspiring the next generation of human rights lawyers, here in Oxford. 
We have held two OxHRH Human Rights Graduate Research Workshops. Graduate research students, working on 
human rights law shared their work in progress and received feedback from Faculty members in a supportive and 
productive environment. This was a highly valuable exercise, both to support the quality of research work produced 
by graduate students and to help build a stronger human rights law community in Oxford. 

In 2015, the OxHRH has redesigned and upgraded our website to incorporate exciting new features. All of the 
technological and multimedia productions that the OxHRH has produced are now collected and easily accessible on 
the ‘See/Hear’ tab. 

The website showcases our ‘Publications’ page. It features the OxHRH Annual Reports, Blog Anthology, Working 
Paper Series from our international conferences on the relationship between gender, race, poverty and human rights. 
It also brings together the latest journal articles and book publications from the Faculty members working on human 
rights. This page is constantly updated and an excellent resource that quickly and easily provides information on the 
latest developments in human rights law. 

http://ohrh.law.ox.ac.uk/media/
http://ohrh.law.ox.ac.uk/publications-new/
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We are incredibly grateful to the financial support offered to the OxHRH by the Bertha Foundation, the British 
Academy, Open Society Foundations, Hart Publishing and the in-kind support of the imaginative design from Kath 
McConnachie and Carli Schoeman. 

We would like to thank Kira Allman and Steve Pierce for all their help in harnassing the power of technology to realize 
the goals of the OxHRH. 



- 17 - 



FACULTY OF

L AW

oxfordhumanrightshub@law.ox.ac.uk

https://www.facebook.com/OxHRH/
https://twitter.com/oxhrh
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4507058/profile
mailto:oxfordhumanrightshub@law.ox.ac.uk

	Cover
	Table of Contents
	Message from the Director
	Our Team
	Facts and Figures
	Our Mission
	Comparative Perspectives
	Fostering Global Perspectives Through Technology
	Enhancing Teaching and Learning
	Our Supportes

