
The right to education for women and girls
has always been central to my work and the
work of the Oxford Human Hub, whether
through advocating for the rights of pregnant
learners, and for proper sanitation at schools,
to creating a documentary sharing best
practice on strategic litigation on the right to
education in five different countries, to shining
the spotlight on the broken promises for equal
education in the Sustainable Development
Goals. I was one of nine experts on the
drafting committee of the Abidjan Principles,
which reassert the international human rights
obligations of State to provide free, quality,
public education, making it clear that
commercialization of education is
incompatible with the right. Girl learners are
particularly prejudiced when poor families
face costs of education, and sons are
frequently prioritized over daughters. This
year, on the third anniversary of their
adoption, the Principles have been endorsed
by the major UN human rights bodies. Most
recently, my work has focussed on early
childhood education, with a particular focus
on girls and women, both as children and as
mothers. As we are grapple with the
devastating effect of the Covid pandemic on
the right to education, my commitment and
that of the Hub to the core value of the right
to equal education for all is sharper than
ever.

International Women's Day Campaign 2022

The Oxford Human Rights Hub strives to build a global
community around human rights issues by enhancing the
understanding of human rights law and practice. 

This International Women's Day, the Hub is focusing on how
education has helped women #BreakTheBias in differing
ways. We want to bring the focus back on education of girls
and gender-minorities, an important tool to realise equality
in the society.
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Education can empower learners to
challenge the status quo and be agents of
change. That is the transformative power that
education can have. My research focuses on
rape adjudication in India and seeks to
highlight how culturally dominant notions,
underlying preconceptions, and prejudices
about rape (continue to) percolate through in
a variety of settings and ultimately shape
their outcome. I am using the legal education
that I have had to challenge and change how
gender-based violence is addressed. 

For as long as I can remember, I’ve been
called the “hard-working”, “committed”,
“dedicated”, “book-smart” girl. The
implications of that are of course self-evident.
For me, breaking the bias through education
has been about dismantling the biases built
into these labels. Through education, and
educational spaces, I’ve come to enjoy
different forms of intellectual engagement,
reading and writing being just one of them.
But more importantly, I’ve learnt not to shy
away from owning my commitment, the hard
work I put into any responsibility I take on.
While getting here was not easy, I now do my
best to instead appreciate the sheer joy my
process brings me.

Meghan Campbell

Education allowed me to break the bias by
sparking my desire and to imagine and
create a world not based on men's living
patterns.

Gauri Pillai
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Belonging to a society where religion
played a huge role in determining
access to socio-economic rights, I
experienced firsthand the
transformative power of education.
This has allowed me to be more vocal
in demanding not only my rights but for
those around me, through research
and litigation. Education helped me
#breakthebias around Muslim women
and how they are represented
globally. As always, this has been a
community effort, learning from the
strong women in my life, especially my
mother, who has been a radical
supporter of education.

“Access to a quality education is undoubtedly
one of the most central equalisers. It’s
significance as a tool for justice cannot be
overstated, especially in societies plagued
with oppression, violence and inequality.
Through collective knowledge-sharing and
knowledge-making, we #breakthebias when
we articulate and act on a re-imagination of
who we, particularly as womxn, can become
and leverage this to challenge the power
structures and systems that perpetuate
inequality and injustice.”

Anjali Rawat

I have had the privilege to experience a
multitude of diverse educational environments,
a privilege that is—still—denied to many—
because of any number of economic, social,
and cultural constructs. From schooling in
Rishikesh to undergraduate law in Hyderabad
to post-graduate law in Oxford, each
educational experience challenged my
assumptions and provided alternate
perspectives. Who and what I am today is
courtesy of my education where I learned to
learn, to think, to question, to reason, to
challenge the status quo. Education has been
a true enabler by giving me the courage and
confidence to believe in myself and helping
me #breakthebias one at a time.
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Having the right to education has
opened many doors that would
otherwise have been closed to me. My
education allows me to study and work
in law, a discipline traditionally closed
off to women and other under-
represented groups. My DPhil research
focuses on human rights in conflicts
and crises - situations in which women
often disproportionately suffer
negative impacts. I aim to use my
research, education and training to
advocate for a more equal world.

As the first person in my family to study at
university, I’ve never taken for granted how
different my life might have been without the
privilege of engaging with likeminded peers,
colleagues, and teachers in stimulating
classrooms and work environments. Having taught
within a girls’ school, it was easy to forget how
radical women’s education was until relatively
recently in Australia, and continues to be in the
journey for full substantive equality between men
and women around the world. I’m so fortunate to
encounter women and girls on a daily basis
whose powerful minds and blazing ideals remind
me what an important resource women’s
education is to fulfil the promise of a just,
flourishing society.

Jinghe Fan

I was fortunate to grow up in an environment
with a robust and equitable system of basic
education. It lets me observe my country and
the world from different perspectives and
value diversity. Legal education in universities
further equips me with professional
knowledge to understand what equality is and
what we could do to break the bias. Now I
take non-discrimination law as one of my
research interests and work on issues of
combating algorithmic bias. I hope to use my
knowledge to contribute back. I believe fair
allocation of education resources will help us
make the world more inclusive and form a
positive feedback loop between education
and equality.
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